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Nyaka Aids Orphans School

Located in rural Uganda. Nyaka is A Project of STSAD, Inc.

P. O. Box 339 East Lansing, MI 48826

 Tel/Fax: (517) 402-2787
E-mail:  tjk@nyakaschool.org
November 14, 2007
Dear Nyaka friends:

On behalf of the students, volunteers and staff of Nyaka, I would like to thank you for your support, love, and care. Nyaka, as we affectionately call it, was established in April 2001 with a mission to provide quality, free education and extracurricular activities, both formal and informal, to children who have been orphaned due to HIV/AIDS as a means to counteract pervasive hunger, poverty and systemic deprivation. 

Nyaka’s doors were opened on January 2nd, 2003 Instruction began with 56 students who are all double orphans, meaning they do not have a father or mother. To date we are serving 186 students of which 60% are girls. Our new school Kutamba (healer) started with 60 students in levels one and two on February 5, 2007.

Your support has not only helped children in our two schools: Nyaka and Kutamba, but the whole community. For example teacher Agaaba one of our a pioneer teachers at Nyaka told me last year that because of his job at Nyaka, he has been able to buy land, take care of his twin sons and daughter, take care of his aging mom and dad, and he has bought land invested some of the money. He bought two bicycles. These two bicycles are rented to two young men who use them to transport agricultural products to the market. Therefore these two young men are able to take care of their families and their children. They earn a living and therefore help us in fulfilling our mission of alleviating poverty and breaking the cycle of poverty and systematic deprivation. This is one example how your investment has changed people’s lives beyond students.

Nyaka remains the only employer in this village, our school van is the only van that has saved more than 200 children lives in one year; so many mothers have delivered in the van and in our compound while seeking out our school nurse. We have provided clean water in the village and improved nutrition, hygiene and sanitation in more than 1,000 households.

As holidays approach, we wish you a Happy thanks for giving, Merry Christmas, and a Happy New year. What you have already done is so much but because you have loved and cared for our children and community, we turn to you once again and ask you to please remember your children during these holidays.  Recent statistics in Kanungu District (size of one county with a population of 250,000) show that there are 17,326 registered orphans. Nyaka is the only that provides free education, uniforms, books, and two meals to orphans. However, we are serving only 240.  Below is out holiday appeal letter. Please share this amazing experience with your friends and family and remember you are always welcome to visit your/our children.

Happy Holidays!

Jackson Kaguri

Founder and Director

Dear Friends,

As many of you know, the Nyaka AIDS Orphans School is a remarkable and important place, not just for me personally, but for the nearly two hundred and fifty orphans who attend Nyaka or our new school, Kutamba. Nyaka is a primary school in Uganda with the mission to provide free primary education, extracurricular activities and caring for orphans who have lost their parents to HIV/AIDS.  With your help, 2007 has been a very productive year for our schools and our children. 

In early 2007, with more and more orphans dying and so many lining up to be included in Nyaka, we could no longer turn them away and opened a makeshift sister school, Kutamba (healer).  In a village 48 miles from Nyaka, 60 students began Primary One and Two in an old building lent to us for one year by the government while we try to find land to build two classrooms. Community and church leaders/elders have made this possible. 

Accomplishments in 2007 to-date:

· Launched our new School, Kutamba: enrolled 60 students, recruited two teachers and a headmaster. 

· Recruited 32 new students to enroll in Nyaka School.

· Began construction on a kitchen, dining hall and storage space at Nyaka. Our children will have a weather-protected place to eat once the kitchen and dining hall are completed. 

· All programs at Nyaka have continued to flourish (primary education, vocational training, basic healthcare, grandmothers support program, nutrition and gardening, the anti-AIDS club and choir etc.). 

· Purchased and distributed books for all new students at both Kutamba and Nyaka. 

· Purchased uniforms for all new students at Nyaka and all students at Kutamba.

· Five volunteers joined Nyaka for 4 -10 weeks, two from USA, two from Canada and one from Israel. 

· In-house Teachers and Volunteers Training Workshop was conducted by two social workers from Springfield, PA Rotary Club. 

· Construction of the guesthouse is ongoing. All our volunteers and guests this year stayed in our guest house.

· Two grandmothers Freda and Matrida were invited by the Stephen Lewis Foundation to represent Nyaka at the screening of OVC film in Toronto, Canada. They also traveled to Saskatoon for a grandmothers support group.

· The first Training-of-Trainers Workshop for the Grandmothers' Project was conducted. Forty participants representing all parishes in Kanungu District attended.

Funds are continually needed to keep our two schools going. But right now, we have a particularly pressing need. At the end of next year, primary 7 students will graduate from Nyaka. The children who have qualified will then need to go on to secondary (middle) school. We will provide vocational training for the children who have not qualified for secondary school. Secondary school is critical if the children are to have any chance of building a productive life. If our students are not able to join secondary school, their future will be grim. The girls are generally married off at a very young age or run away to work as house servants, hawkers etc. Or worse, they end up getting tricked into becoming sex workers. Boys end up in manual labor in the village or in urban areas. This is the poverty cycle we are trying to break. 

If this were not reason enough to make a commitment to secondary education, consider the following: a girl who attends primary school in Africa reduces her chances of getting HIV/AIDS by 50%. If she joins secondary school, she is 75 % less likely to get HIV. That is a statistic worth paying attention to! 

At present, we do not have the funds to support our children in secondary school. These are children who have thrived with us at Nyaka beyond our wildest dreams. Many of them, were it not for Nyaka, would have died by now or would have been living alone in desolation. Now they smile.  At Nyaka they have friends, people who love them, skills, and most importantly, hope. We desperately want to give them the opportunity to continue thriving, to go forward and build better lives and futures for themselves and the people around them. They have such enormous abilities and lack only the funds to see their talents through to fruition. We have created hope and now we need to give them the chance to turn that hope into reality. We cannot stop here.  

Our plan is to set up each of the 26 graduating children with a sponsor who will pay the cost of their tuition for secondary school. It costs $450 per year per child to attend secondary school. We would like for this children to have sponsorship up to the 4 years it takes to successfully graduate from secondary school for as long as they are doing well. I ask each of you to consider becoming a sponsor or giving at least a portion of the tuition for a child to attend secondary school. We must continue to water the seeds that are our children. Please let me know if you can help and please forward this letter along to anyone whom you think might be interested. There is so much at stake here and the time for help is now. 

